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Contemporary Heritage: A new way of seeing 

 

Brief: Research Residency and Commission      
 
Venue: Turton Tower, Chapeltown Road, Turton, Nr. Bolton, BL7 0HG 

 

 
 
Deadline for expression of interest for the residency Monday 5 September 2011. 

 
Contemporary Heritage: A new way of seeing is an ambitious programme of site-responsive 
commissions and events at historic venues and sites across Lancashire. The commissions, 
created for some of Lancashire‟s most colourful and spectacular heritage buildings, 
landmarks and sites, animate each place and offer visitors the opportunity to experience 
major works of art outside urban centres. 
 
Agreed aims for Contemporary Heritage programme at Turton Tower: 
 

 To attract and actively engage current and new audiences in contemporary art; 

 To spark an informed interest in the history of the venue specifically the architecture and 
the people;  
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 To make a significant contribution to raising the profile of Lancashire as a cultural 
destination for outstanding contemporary art practice; 

 To commission a diverse programme of ambitious new work; 

 To deliver a learning programme working with artists, venue learning teams and MPA‟s 
creative learning team; 

 To build successful sustainable relationships between MPA, heritage venues, project 
collaborators and commissioned artists; 

 To share and develop skills across the sector. 
 
Mid Pennine Arts, in collaboration with Turton Tower, wish to commission an arts 
practitioner of national or international standing to create temporary new work(s) in response 
to the history and architecture of Turton Tower. 
 
A welcome extension to this commissioning programme, enabled by Arts Council England 
funding through the Perspectives of Pennine Lancashire network, is a Research Residency 
programme to take place at two Contemporary Heritage venues, Turton Tower and 
Helmshore Mills Textile Museum, in autumn 2011.  
 
The residency at Turton Tower will enable the selected practitioner to research and develop 
their ideas for the larger Contemporary Heritage commission at that venue. It is the 
expectation that the practitioner selected for the residency will be awarded the main 
commission. The practitioner will be invited back to discuss their proposal and, subject to a 
positive response from the selection panel, the practitioner will be awarded the commission. 
This is the outcome we will all be working towards. 
 
The Contemporary Heritage programme launched in September 2010. The first commission 
was awarded to acclaimed artist Geraldine Pilgrim. Commissioned in partnership with 
Towneley Hall and Park, Not Forgotten launched at Towneley Hall and Park on 11 
September 2010 and runs until 11 September 2011. 
 
The second Contemporay Heritage commission was awarded to contemporary classical 
composer Ailís Ní Ríain. Commissioned in collaboration with Lancashire County Council, 
TAKEN launched on Saturday 18 June 2011 and runs until 9 April 2012. 
 
Contemporary Heritage will launch at Helmshore Mills Textile Museum in spring 2012 and at 
Turton Tower and Gawthorpe Hall in spring 2013.  
 
Interested artists and collaborators must visit Turton Tower before submitting an expression 
of interest. We recommend visiting Not Forgotten and TAKEN, if possible. These 
commissions demonstrate the quality of work, the vision and ambition of the programme. 

 
Turton Tower 
 
Turton Tower is a house of modest scale but with a complex building history.   
Through most of its life, the Tower has been a private house; the stone tower was the 
earliest part of the building built mid 1400‟s by the Orrells, a gentry family. It was originally 
two stories high and constructed as a tower house to impress and show off the family‟s 
status.  By the 1550‟s two wooden „cruck frame‟ wings were built beside, but not attached, to 
the tower (this can be seen in the Tapestry Dressing Room). More extensions were added in 
the early 1600‟s – the Chapel, Priests Room and entrance Hall, as well as a third story to 
the Tower.   
 
The Orrells‟, fortunes waned by 1628. Perhaps they over stretched themselves financially 
with all the building improvements, and they sold the tower to the Humphrey Chetham who 
became an absentee landlord renting the tower back to the Orrells.  
 
Humphrey Chetham was founder of the school, now famously called, Chetham School of 
Music in Manchester. During the civil war the catholic Orrells were inhabiting a tower owned 

http://www.burnley.gov.uk/towneley/info/17/towneley_hall
http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/acs/sites/museums/venues/helmshore/?siteid=3783&pageid=13002&e=e
http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/main/w-gawthorpehall
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by the protestant Chetham with Chetham troops garrisoned near by, maybe even in „The 
Barns‟ (a building next to Turton Tower now a private house). This would have made for 
interesting times!  
 
Chetham‟s successors made some small alterations to the tower but none of note and 
during the Georgian period the house was largely tenanted and there was period of low 
investment in the property.  
 
However, with the acquisition of the property by James Kay, an industrialist, in 1835 the 
property took on a new lease of life. The property was rationalised and enlarged and the 
interior fitted out in a more commodious style, using salvaged and new materials in the 
Gothic style. The Kay‟s added the „‟Mock Elizabethan wing‟ i.e. a brick structure painted to 
appear half timbered‟ containing the Bradshaw Dressing and Bedroom and the Ashworth 
Room. 
 
The early 20th century saw the arrival of Sir Lees Knowles and his wife Nina who used the 
house as a weekend retreat. Sir Lees had a mine owning, military background and was also 
MP for Salford. He also had a huge interest in plumbing (hence the lead drain hopper with 
his initials) but he didn‟t really have aspirations to make changes in a dramatic way. Lady 
Nina gifted the property in 1931 to Turton Urban District Council following the death of her 
husband with the condition that it was used for public benefit of the local community. The 
property has remained in local authority control since then, being used firstly as council 
offices and meeting rooms, and then progressively being changed to a historic house 
museum. 
 
The property is currently owned and managed by Blackburn with Darwen Borough Council 
through a Charitable Funds Committee in compliance with The Charity Commission who 
seek to ensure that Lady Nina‟s wishes are adhered to.  
 
A small team of staff headed by the Tower Manager with a hopefully increasing number of 
volunteers manage the property on a day to day basis.  
 
The Friends of Turton Tower are a voluntary organisation with a constitution to help and 
support the management of the Tower and to raise funds and promote the Tower.  
 
The Tower is set it eight acres of woodland gardens with a small walled kitchen garden 
which is very slowly being brought back to life. The Tower is popular with schools who use it 
as a learning resource and the grounds are also a popular place for dog–walkers and leisure 
walkers who also make use of The Victorian Kitchen Tea Room. 
There are approximately 20,000 visitors a season to the tower including school groups and 
special events. The use of the site by ramblers and dog walkers is currently not counted. 

 
Current admission hours and prices (2011) 
 
Turton Tower is open to the public from March/April to October each year.  
It is open Wednesday to Sunday and is currently on a guided tour basis only at 12.30pm, 
2.00pm and 3.30pm 
Standard Admission price: adult £6, concessions £5. Children free when accompanied by an 
adult.  
Entry to the grounds and café are free. 
The car park is free.  
Opening hours and admission prices are controlled by Blackburn with Darwen Borough 
Council and are subject to change.  
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/main/w-vh/w-visits/w-visits-essential_info/w-visits-essential_info-gaoe.htm
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Research Residency 
 
Practicalities of the residency: 
 

 Turton Tower is open to the public from spring to 31 October therefore the residency 
should take place before 31 October 2011. 

 Two of the main aims of the residency programme are: 
o time to research and develop an idea for the main commission – see Initial 

expectations below 
o engage with visitors and/or the community – see Possible artist led events below. 

 A working area for the practitioner will be set up in Cruck Frame Room. This is a public 
area and will enable dialogue with visitors during the guided tours. Guided tour times are 
noted above.   

 
Commissioner‟s expectations of the residency: 
 

 Research  

 Use the opportunity to develop their practice, explore their new surroundings, consider 
collaborations, and try out ideas 

 Develop ideas into a completed proposal for the Contemporary Heritage commission 

 Create something tangible during the residency for visitors to see/touch/watch/listen 
to/read e.g. working drawings, film works, sound works, maquettes etc created and 
produced to in development for the main commission. 

 Engage with visitors and/or the community through artist led events (examples below)  

 Present and discuss the proposal with the selection panel following the residency. 
 
Suggestions for events, depending on the skills and interest, of the commissioned artist: 
 

 Short talks with an informal feel. Group visits including college and university students. 
Maximum 28 people per group.  

 Tour of the Turton Tower – A new way of seeing Turton Tower through the artist‟s eyes. 
Maximum 11 people plus the artist.  

 Presentation of their practice or an In Conversation event on site; 

 Artist & Curator portfolio sessions for students and artists; 

 Workshops.  

 
The artwork 
 
This is an opportunity to create something unique, ambitious and unexpected in the grounds 
of Turton Tower inspired by the venue and its wealth of history.  
 
We‟re particularly interested in ideas inspired by the architecture and the people who lived in 
Turton Tower.  
 
The commission is not art form specific. We are interested in ideas ranging from / including 
but not limited to, temporary structures, installation and sound. 
We welcome interest from artists, architects and artists working in collaboration.  
 
The work should stimulate a response from visitors and entice past audiences to revisit 
Turton Tower. Through the commissioning of the contemporary art work we aim to attract a 
new audience and bring the venue to the attention of audiences who will travel to 
destinations offering an interesting and unusual art experience. Equally importantly for this 
venue is to entice visits from residents from Blackburn with Darwen borough and also Bolton 
and Bury who have Turton Tower on their doorstep.  
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Potential locations for work  
 
There are three potential locations for the commission; on the site where the tennis court 
was, in the woods, or in the Stone Lodge which is set in the woods. The map below shows 
the location of these areas in relation to the house. 
 

 
 
Tennis court 
 
The tennis court is very close to the house as you can see from the map above and the 
second photograph below. The area is round rather than rectangular and is surrounded by 
mature trees and woodland. 
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 Explore the woodland 
 

 
 
The photograph above is taken just off the tennis court.  The photograph below is a view in 
the opposite direction, back onto the tennis court. 
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Stone Lodge   
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
The Lodge does not have any windows or electricity.  
 
The Conservation Management Plan (CMP) gives advice on historically sensitive areas on 
the site. This is a comprehensive “bible” to the history and future plans for the property and 
as a result usually will have the answer to any question. You can find this document on the 
Friends of Turton website www.turtontower.co.uk 
The specified locations above are suitable for installing work. Specific installation plans 
would be discussed with the commissioner. 
 
The work should be installed before the venue opens in spring 2013 ready for the season 
and be de-installed promptly after the venue closes for the season at the end of October 
2013.  
 
The practitioner is encouraged to engage with staff and volunteers to enhance the staff 
team‟s experience, understanding and enjoyment of the work. The practitioner will be asked 
to attend two staff meetings to meet the team, give a short informal talk about their work, 
and to talk about the commission. 
 
The practitioner will need to be available to talk to the media including newspaper and radio 
interviews in person on site and in radio studios. 
 

http://www.turtontower.co.uk/
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The practitioner is invited to propose a programme of events to support the main 
commission if they wish. Funding in addition to the commission budget would be sought to 
enable this. 
 
A short film will be commissioned subject to funding. The filmmaker would work closely with 
the practitioner and the curator to document the residency and the creation of the work. The 
film will be screened publicly onsite and online. Benjamin Wigley, Artdocs Ltd was 
commissioned to create the film for TAKEN. This film illustrates the style of film which would 
be commissioned for Turton Tower.  
  

Budgets 
 
Residency: £3,000 plus value added tax where appropriate.  
The budget must cover all costs incurred during the residency period including artist fee, 
research, development, design, materials, fabrication, equipment purchase or hire, vehicle 
hire, shipping, installation, travel, food, and accommodation.  
Allow £35-45/night for self catering accommodation. 
 
Commission: Currently up to £10,500 plus value added tax where appropriate. 
The budget is fully inclusive of the artist fee including participation in two key events, 
development, design, materials, fabrication, equipment purchase or hire, vehicle hire, 
shipping, installation, de-installation, travel, food, and accommodation expenses.  
 

Timescale 
 
 Deadline for expression of interest 5 September 2011 
 Interview date 15 September 2011 
 Artist in Residence October 2011 
 Install work Spring 2013   
 De-install work promptly after the end October 2013. 
 

Application process  
 
We strongly recommend that you make a site visit to Turton Tower before submitting an 
expression of interest. Entry to the house is currently by guided tour only on Wednesday-
Sunday at 12.30pm, 2.00pm and 3.30pm. Interested artists will be able to join a tour free of 
charge providing they telephone Turton Tower in advance to reserve a place (01204 
852203). Take this opportunity to ask the tour guide questions about the history of Turton 
Tower. You may visit the grounds for free on Wednesday-Sunday 10.00am – 5pm. Entry 
into the Stone Lodge will not be possible on the site visit. 
 
If you would like to discuss the commission before submitting an expression of interest 
please telephone Rebecca Alexander, Visual Arts Programme Manager and Contemporary 
Heritage Curator on 01282 421 986 ext 207 or email rebecca@midpenninearts.org.uk    
 
Questions relating specifically to the history of Turton Tower please visit the Blackburn with 
Darwen Borough Council site www.turtontower.com or www.turtontower.co.uk for The 
Conservation Management Plan. 
 

Research Residency 
 
Please send: 

 1 CD with up to 20 images. Please write your name on the CD. Please file the images in 
one folder on the CD. Each image should be titled with your name and numbered 1 to 
20, to correspond with your image details on the form. 

 Please save a copy of your completed expression of interest form on to the CD. 

 5 copies of your form. 

mailto:rebecca@midpenninearts.org.uk
http://www.turtontower.com/
http://www.turtontower.co.uk/
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 A maximum of 4 publications. Please include a stamped address envelope if you would 
like the publications to be returned. 

 Emailed proposals and images will not be accepted. 
 
Please post the above to Rebecca Alexander, Visual Arts Programme Manager, Mid 
Pennine Arts, 1 Neptune Street, Burnley, BB11 1SF. Deadline Monday 5 September 2011. 
 

Artwork commission 
 
Following the residency the practitioner will be asked to email their proposal for the 
Contemporary Heritage commission. The practitioner will be invited back to discuss their 
proposed idea with the selection panel.  
 
If you wish to send images with your proposal, please post 1 CD of images and any other 
material you wish to include to Rebecca Alexander, Visual Arts Programme Manager, Mid 
Pennine Arts, 1 Neptune Street, Burnley, BB11 1SF. 
Please write your name on the CD and file the images in one folder on the CD. Please title 
and number each image to correspond with the details on the form. Please also save a copy 
of your completed proposal form on to the CD. 
 
To keep postage costs down please email your proposal to rebecca@midpenninearts.org.uk  
 

 
 
 

mailto:rebecca@midpenninearts.org.uk

