
 

 

Spodden Valley Revealed 

A new, linear visitor destination celebrating the stories of the area around Whitworth and providing 

a unique community asset for the future.  Over three years, we will create this trail of discovery 

through a programme of creative activity and learning for local people of all ages.   

 

Project Summary 

 

Bronze Age settlers on the moors, the horse doctors of Whitworth Square, the valley that 
drowned, the ruined villages, and the Great Pedestrian, ‘Treacle’ Sanderson.  Just a few of the 
stories that make up the shared heritage of the Spodden Valley… 
 
Spodden Valley Revealed is a proposal for a Greenway Ecomuseum, a linear heritage destination 
exploring the long history of human settlement in the area around Whitworth.  Through the valley 
and surrounding moorland, what we know suggests a prehistoric and medieval heritage that is 
ripe for further investigation and an industrial heritage rich with social history. 
 
The Ecomuseum's 'string of pearls' of historic sites will tell these stories.  It will be overlaid on an 
existing cycleway. The plans are given urgency by a new strategic programme offering new 
connectivity, upgrading, extending and opening up this off-road route to much wider regional 
audiences. 
 
Spodden Valley Revealed can enrich these exciting plans with a unique visitor experience of rich 
historic content. It will be created through a programme of comprehensive community 
engagement and learning, with multiple positive impacts for individuals and communities. The 
Ecomuseum that emerges will be a valued community asset for years to come. 
 

This proposal has been initiated by Whitworth Town Council and developed with the support of 

them and other partners including Lancashire County Council, Rossendale Borough Council and two 

regional archaeological services.  Many local groups and individuals helped shape the vision through 

two stages of feasibility study. 

 

The project proposal is for a three year, community-based programme of learning and creative 

activity, including community archaeological digs.  The programme will unite professionals and 

community members in this exploration of the past, building up an incremental picture of the DNA 

of an entire community.  Many local people, through community groups, schools, and opportunities 

for volunteering, will share ownership of this collective adventure.  The end result will be rich 

heritage content for a section of the longer strategic route, covering the approximate stretch from 

Healey Dell up to Britannia.   

 

Lancashire County Council’s wider strategic programme of off-road routes for cyclists, walkers and 

horseriders will upgrade Whitworth’s cycleway and incorporate it into the new Valley of Stone 

Greenway, linking Rochdale to Rawtenstall.  We believe Spodden Valley Revealed can help ensure 

that Rossendale’s new Greenway will hold lasting interest.  It will encourage local people to make 

use of it, new visitors to explore an unknown area, and both kinds of users to keep coming back, 

with benefits for the local economy. 



 

The proposal for Spodden Valley Revealed is for a three year project with a total value of around 

£400k.  Heritage Lottery Fund have so far confirmed their support for the initial development stage.  

An approximate six to nine month development stage will result in a detailed second stage bid to 

HLF, which if successful will trigger two further years of delivery stage, during which the trail itself 

will be created. 

 

Spodden Valley Revealed will be led and managed by Mid Pennine Arts, Lancashire’s unique arts 

charity.  MPA’s previous experience includes delivering the creative engagement programme that 

involved 7,000 local people in the launch of the Padiham Greenway.  The programme was widely 

acknowledged to have ensured the success of the new community facility, and was recognised with 

a European award from EGA in 2011. 

 

A steering group of local stakeholders, residents and expert advisers will be established to oversee 

the project, and help ensure it best meets the needs of the local community. 

 

For further information, contact Nick Hunt at MPA: 

 

nick@midpenninearts.org.uk 

 

01282 421986 

 

Latest news on Spodden Valley Revealed will be posted on our webpage and on MPA Facebook page: 

 

http://www.midpenninearts.org.uk/spodden-valley-revealed/ 

 

https://www.facebook.com/teamMPA?ref=hl 

 

We hope that you will join us on this three year adventure, and become a part of the story of 

Spodden Valley Revealed. 
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